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Introductions

• Name
• What you do (parent, teacher,

administrator, etc.)
• Kids you have or influence? Ages?
• What you hope to get out of this

workshop - biggest concerns with
technology



Learning Objectives
By the end of this session, you should be able to:
–Help their students leverage technology to
prepare for college and careers.
–Discuss the trends, both positive and
negative, with today’s technology.
–Inform others about issues with social
networking and texting.
–Use tools and techniques to help prevent
destructive behavior and encourage productive
behavior when using technology.





Tech Trends

• Facebook
• Twitter
• Tumblr
• Pinterest
• YouTube
• Draw Something
• Storify

• Cell phones
• Texting
• Blogging
• Photo sharing
• Gaming
• Chatting
• Video chatting









Content of Tweets



Twitter Followers

RJMetrics, 2010



The Good
• Technology can break down barriers
• Wikipedia has been shown to be more

accurate and more current than
Encyclopedia Brittanica

• American Library Association uses
technology including social networking
to to teach reading and writing

• Promotes self-directed learning
• Many free tools for learning



The Good
• Connects people
• Provides global reach
• Allows access to information anytime,

anywhere
• Makes it easy to create and share

content
• Increases social awareness



Facebook Growth



Connecting to College
• 24% of admission officials use Facebook to

evaluate applicants (some say 80%)
• 50% of those officials rejected applicants

based on impressions
• Numbers are expected to increase

USA Today, 2012



Connecting to Jobs
• 91% of recruiters search social networking

before making offers
• 70% decided to hire or reject based on

impressions
– Top reasons for hiring: attitude, professionalism,

creativity
– Top reasons for rejecting: lying, inappropriate

comments or photos, negative or discriminatory
comments, poor communication skills

Reppler, 2011





Recent Pinterest Posting



The Bad

• Connects people you’d rather not know
• Provides global reach
• Allows access to information anytime,

anywhere including unwanted information
• Makes it easy to create and STEAL

content
• Creates competition for attention



The Bad
• Sharing personal information including

address
• Being too explicit with status updates
• Sharing inappropriate content
• Sexting
• Being exposed to stunts such as

carsurfing



Teens Surveyed

• 29% said their parent or guardian would
disapprove if they knew what their kids
were doing on the Internet.

• 64% say that most teens do things
online that they wouldn’t want their
parents to know about.

iSafe, 2012



Alarming Statistics

• 20% of children who use computer chat
rooms have been approached over the
Internet by a pedophile.

• 25% who received a sexual solicitation
reported the incident to an adult.

• 42% of kids have been bullied online.
One in 4 have had it happen more than
once.

iSafe, 2012



Alarming Statistics

• 58% of kids admit someone has said
mean or hurtful things to them online.
More than 4 out of 10 say it has
happened more than once.

• 58% have not told their parents or other
adults about something mean or hurtful
that happened to them online.

iSafe, 2012



Monitoring

• 87% of parents say they have
established rules for their kids’ use of
the Internet

• 69% say they feel they know a lot about
what their kids do there

• 41% of kids say they don’t share
knowledge of their Internet activities
with their parents.

iSafe, 2012



Teens Surveyed
• 22% of Internet-using teens say they have

looked for information online about a topic
that’s hard to talk about like drug use,
sexual health, or depression.

• Pro-drug websites commonly include
descriptions of preparation, dose,
administration and psychoactive effects of
drugs, as well as recommendations for
managing the adverse effects of illicit drugs.



The Ugly

• Creates forum for exposure and
exploitation

• Online communities can be harmful
• Allows access to information that can

cause danger
– Online bullying
– Anonymity factor
– Sexual predators



Glorification





“Porsche Girl” CHP Leaked Pics



“Thinspiration”







The Ugly
• The Bully Project (the movie, 2012)



Cyber Bullying
• Words can kill.
• It has always been an issue, but it is

visible to the world now.



Car Surfing Kills





Texting
• Teens send 60 texts per day on average,

up from 50 in 2009 (March 2012, PEW).

• 77% of kids aged 12-17 have cell phones.
• Texting is the most common form of

communication; 63% of teens text daily.



Distracted Driving Kills

• Technology has increased the number
of distractions behind the wheel.

• 50% of teens admit to texting while
driving.





Unknown Dangers

• GPS on pictures



Signs Your Child May Be at Risk

• Becomes withdrawn
• Receives packages from people you

don’t know
• Spends a lot of time online, esp. at night
• Makes calls to numbers you don’t know
• Receives strange calls and hang ups
• Hides monitor or phone when you walk

in the room



What You Can Do
• Have open conversations with your kids
• Limit time spent online and on cells
• Keep computers in open areas
• Be clear and consistent about what is

off limits
• Monitor for compliance (check profiles)



What You Can Do
• Enforce consequences
• Learn about all technology your kids

use
• Educate your kids
• Stay informed
• Use tools such as http://wiredsafety.org

and http://www.medialiteracy.com



“The best filter is the one
between your children’s ears.”

Parry Aftab, WiredSafety.org



Questions?

• gabrielle@gabrielleconsulting.com


